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CSW – PERMIT REVISION

 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System/State Disposal System (NPDES/SDS) 

CSW Permit

• Goal: reduce the environmental impacts of earth-

moving activities on Minnesota’s water

• Regulates stormwater discharges associated with 

construction activity of 1 or more acres

• Current permit issued August 1, 2013; expires 

August 1, 2018

 Must revise permit by expiration date

CSW PERMIT REVISION - CHANGES

 Overall changes:

• Pared down – shorter, plain language, duplicate 

language removed

• Permit coverage will now begin once payment is 

processed

 Language/requirement revisions:

• Clarification regarding prohibition of infiltrating 

stormwater when contaminates can be 

mobilized

• Several requirements removed – fueling areas, 

restricted access storage areas



1/26/2018

3

CSW PERMIT REVISION – WHAT’S NEW?

 New to the permit:

• Requirements for projects discharging to 

Prohibited Waters based on antidegradation

rule

• More options allowed for ditch stabilization 

method for certain slopes (less than 2% grade)

• Onsite soil testing required

CSW PERMIT REVISIONS – NEW LOOK
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CSW PERMIT REVISIONS - SCHEDULE

 Next steps:

• Public webex meeting with stakeholders –

February 2018

• Public comment period (30 days)

• MPCA response to public comments

 Anticipated effective date – late spring 

2018

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) 

PROGRAM
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MS4 PERMIT REISSUANCE

 Two types of permits: individual and general

 Individual permits: St. Paul and Minneapolis

• Revising now

• Effective Early Spring 2018

 General Permit: all other MS4s (253 permittees)

• Expires August 1, 2018

• In initial stages of revision

 To consider: EPA remand rule

• Clear, specific, and measurable permit revisions

MS4 PERMIT REISSUANCE

 Anticipated Changes

• Better align with CSW post-construction requirements

 Infiltration prohibitions

 Stormwater volume reduction standards

 Post-construction stormwater management threshold

• Clarification of inspection requirements for catch basins

• Stock pile inspection requirements

• Minor clarifications throughout permit

• New format
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QUESTIONS?

Thanks!

MS4 ACCELERATED IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT

MEGAN HANDT & CAROLINE MCFADDEN

MINNESOTA EROSION CONTROL ASSOCIATION

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP JANUARY 23, 2018
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AGENDA

 Project background and goals

 Activities completed

 Activities started

 Next steps

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND GOALS

WHAT’S GOING ON
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

 Problem: local stormwater staff want more guidance 

related to the MS4 General Permit 

 Action: Clean Water Fund appropriation

 Result: funds to be used for technical assistance to 

municipalities struggling to understand and implement 

the basic requirements of the MS4 program
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PROJECT GOAL 

 Goal: Provide assistance to MS4 

program staff to help build sustainable 

and effective local programs for 

managing stormwater and further 

compliance with the MS4 General 

Permit

 Meeting the goal means having:

• informed and empowered staff,

• staff accountable to program outcomes,

• the ability to leverage partnerships and 

others’ knowledge

Figure modified from California Stormwater Quality Association
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ACTIVITIES COMPLETED

WHAT’S BEEN DONE

STORMWATER STAKEHOLDER SURVEY

 Short survey that asked local MS4 staff:

• What kind of guidance/assistance local MS4 staff would find beneficial

• How they would like us to interact with them

• Their opinions on new ideas

 Find out how we can best assist MS4 staff

 Audience was local MS4 staff, consultants, etc.
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SURVEY RESULTS
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Area of Assistance Desired

Which of the following areas of your local stormwater management program 

would you like more assistance?

SURVEY RESULTS
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Guidance Topic Desired

What other guidance would you find helpful?

SURVEY RESULTS

SURVEY RESULTS
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Preferred Outreach Format

Which of the following formats would be best for you to get assistance in 

managing stormwater and understanding the MS4 permit?
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FACT SHEETS & MANUAL PAGES

 Site Plan Review Guidance

 Site Inspection Checklist

 Documentation Required 

Guidance

 Facilities Inventory

 Case Studies

 Audit Prep Manual Page

 Self-audit guidance

WEBINARS

 Recorded webinars

• Audit preparation

• Self-audit guidance

 Live webinars

 Can be found in a few places:

• YouTube

• In the stormwater manual on the MS4 webinars and video page

https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=MS4_Staff_Site_Plan_Review_Guidance
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=MCM_4_Construction_Site_Stormwater_Control
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=Documentation_requirements_and_documents_to_retain_under_the_MS4_permit
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=Facility_Inventory_Template
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=MS4_case_studies
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=Phase_II_MS4_audit_process
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=Self-audit_guidance_for_Phase_II_MS4s
https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=MS4_webinars_and_videos
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MODEL ORDINANCE PACKAGE

 Model ordinance language

• MCM 4 – Construction stormwater runoff control

• MCM 5 – Post-construction stormwater management

 Identification of legal authority

 Implementation guidance

MS4 TOOLKIT UPDATE

 Help MS4 community comply with permit 

requirements

 Contains information for MS4s to take and use

• Educational handouts

• Fact sheets

• Training videos

 Needs updating and is looking for a new home 

on the web
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DIGITAL DOCUMENT LIBRARY

 Stores and circulates example documents 

online in the Stormwater Manual

 Contains materials that are 

• submitted by local MS4 staff

• currently being used to manage stormwater 

programs 

• vetted by MPCA staff

 Reduces resources required to implement 

effective stormwater management programs

NEXT STEPS

WHAT’S NEXT

https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=MS4_Digital_Document_Library
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

 Research:

• Starting a stormwater protection team

• Providing funding opportunities

 Run MS4 workshops

 Continue to:

• Create materials and webinars based on survey feedback

• Engage with stakeholders

• Promote materials developed

2018

Today

Sep Nov 2018 Mar May Jul Sep Nov

Project kick-off 
9/19/17

Audit Process webinar
10/12/17

Self-audit webinar
12/18/17

MECA Workshop
1/23/18

Manual Tour recorded webinar
1/30/18

FY 2018 end
6/30/18

Section meeting update
11/28/17

Water Quality Forum
1/18/18

9/28/17

Research - Stormwater Protection Team
11/10/17

9/30/17 1/19/18Build Digital Document Library

10/5/17

Survey - technical assistance needs
11/10/17

10/16/17

Research - Grant Program
11/6/17

10/16/17 1/31/18Legal Authority Review

10/16/17 1/31/18Compile current MS4 ordinances

10/30/17

Reasearch - MS4 Toolkit
12/22/17

1/1/18 12/31/18Update MS4 Toolkit

2/1/18 8/31/18Draft model ordinance language

9/1/18
Create model ordinance package

11/16/18

MS4 Accelerated Implementation 

Timeline
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QUESTIONS?

Thanks!


